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Spit-Shine
The dinner, finished, is done. I fold
& fold the square
linen
napkin that my lap’s 
like -- clean -- & wedge it 
somewhere under china 
& the high-powered crystal, 
somewhere between all that juice 
& dry table, somewhere
out of sight. All napkins are weapons 
used to intimidate us 
into non-salivation,
to keep us cultured in the sight of food. Try 
it. (Eat sometime. ) It all tastes 
like napkin, when they're this clean.
I tried it. It was napkin, it was delicious 
tablecloth, it was a form of parch.
Now, in this moment of culture,
I choke on it, & drool -- 
I need a water, some glass, 
a napkin for my shoe; I want to 
swallow & wipe with my sleeve.
- Marvin Bell
Iowa City, Iowa
received and worth noting: . . „ . . , . . . * ....... -
T h e  e x c e l l e n t  t i t l e  p o e m  o f  C r i s t o p h e r  P e r r e t ' s n e w  b o o k ,  B L O O D  AND O T H E R  P O E M S ,  ( Ou t p o s t s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  Dulwi ch V i l l a g e ,  Engl  and, 1963,  $1.  50) a p p e a r e d  i n  WR: 2.F e l i x  P o l l a k  ( t h e  F e l i x  Anse lm in WR: 8) h a s  a u t h o r e d  t h e  C A S T L E  AND THE F L A W (E l i  zabe t h  Pr e s s , 10 3 Van E t t en  B l v d .  , 
New R o c h e l l e ,  N . Y . , 1 9 6 3 ,  $ 1 . 0 0 ) .D e f i n i t e l y  b u y  C a r l  L a r s e n ’ s THE N A K E D  AND THE  DE A D AND T HE P R I D E  AND T HE (100 words by a c t u a l  c oun t )AND THE S A D  AND THE S O R R Y  ME E T  F R A N K E N S T E I N  ( H o r s  C o m m e r c e  P r e s s ,  2 2 5 2 6  S h a d y c r o f t  A v e , i n  
T o r r a n c e , C a l i f , ,  $ 1 . 0 0 )J a y  S o c i n ’ s B A C K F I R E  i s  o n l y  5 0 f  ( a buy f rom I n t e r i m  
Books,  Box 35,  V i l l a g e  S t a t i o n ,  N. Y. 1A,  N . Y . )SORROW'S SPY b y  J a m e s  L . W e i l  i s  j u s t  o f f  t h e  p r e s s  o f  A m e r i c a n  W e a v e ,  A 1 0  9 B u s h n e l  l R d  , , U n i v e r s i t y  
H e i g h t s  1 8 ,  O h i o  ( $ 1 . 0 0 ) .
23
